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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1460 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 

RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

In response to the restriction requirement mailed December 22, 2004, Applicant 
provisionally elects the "invention" of Group I (claims 1-2. 7-10, 12 and 17-19) vwith 
traverse. 

Applicant respectfully submits that the restriction requirement is Improper for 
failing to comply with Patent Office guidelines. Further, examination of all pending 
claims would not be unduly burdensome on the Examiner for the reasons explained 
below. Accordingly, the restriction requirement should be withdrawn. 

The Patent Office indicated Group 1 (claims 1-2, 7-10. 12, and 17-19) is drawn to 
a system and method for delivering data to user based on user's request. However, 
independent claim 20 (Group II) recites a "system responsive to client requests for 
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delivering data via a network to a client," independent claim 21 (Group II) recites a 
"method for delivering data to a client in response to client requests. " and independent 
claim 35 (Group III) recites a "system for delivering data to a client in response to client 
requests." Thus, because independent claims 20, 21 and 35 are each drawn to a 
system or method for delivering data to a client based on a client's request, these 
claims (and the claims depending therefrom) should also be included in Group I. 

Additionally, independent claims 1 and 17 recite systems that interrelate a 
dispatch server and network senders as ring members of a token-passing ring network. 
Therefore, a search and examination of claims 1 and 17 will necessarily overiap with the 
claims of Group II. which the Patent Office Indicated are drawn to a system or method 
for organizing a ring networic and broadcasting messages in a ring network. 
Accordingly, examining the claims of Group I and II at the same time would not present 
an undue burden on the Examiner. 

Further, independent claims 1 and 17 recite the ring network as being "fault- 
tolerant." Therefore, a search and examination of claims 1 and 17 will necessarily 
overlap with the claims of Group III. which the Patent Office indicated are drawn to a 
system or method for fault detection and recovery in a ring network. Accordingly, 
examining the claims of Group I and III at the same time wouW also not present an 
undue burden on the Examiner. 

Further still, claims 27-28 and 32-33 (Group IV) recite additional steps for the 
method of claim 21, which is directed to organizing servers as ring members of a ring 
network, detecting a fault, and recovering from the fault. Therefore, these claims should 
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be examined together with independent claim 21. And as noted above, claim 21 should 
be examined together with independent claims 1 and 17. 

For all these reasons, Applicant respectfully submits that the restriction 
requirement Is Improper (see MPEP §806.04). and that examination of all pending 
claims would not present an undue burden on the Examiner (see MPEP §803). 
Accorelingly, the Examiner Is respectfully requested to reconsider and withdraw the 
restriction requirement. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: ^^^hO^ 
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St. Louis. MO 63105 
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